
Producers in the European Union (EU) must com-
ply with legal standards that are often stric-
ter than the rules imposed on non-EU producers  
regarding the treatment of animals on farms and during 
transport. As a result of this double standard, the produc-
tion costs for EU farmers are higher than for their non-EU 
counterparts. 

Imports to the EU are not subject to equivalent production 
standards, which creates significant distortions in com-
petition between EU and non-EU producers. According to 
the principle of reciprocity of standards (“mirror mea-
sures”), the EU already requires non-EU producers to com-
ply with EU production standards for animals: 

→ �Equivalent animal welfare requirements during 
slaughter (as per the Slaughter Regulation) 

→ �Equivalent animal welfare requirements for imported 
pigs and calves (as per the Pigs and Calves Directives)

Expanding the reciprocity principle to animal welfare stan-
dards on farms and during transport is therefore consistent 
with existing EU law, rather than representing a change in 
political doctrine. 

Mirror measures can serve as a lever for protecting ani-
mals, ensuring food sovereignty, strengthening the 
credibility of EU standards, and promoting the proper 
use of public funds. 

Mirror measures can be integrated into any relevant direc-
tive or regulation, including the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) regulations or the modernization of EU farm animal 
welfare law, as announced by the European Commission.

more informations on :
https://bit.ly/position-paper-mirror-measures-l214

CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED WITH THE SUPPORT OF:

Date and signature :

Please sign and return the pledge to politique-europe@L214.com  
using your official email address in order to confirm your endorsement.

LET’S MOVE EUROPE FORWARD 

MIRROR MEASURES 
ON EU ANIMAL 
WELFARE STANDARDS

I, the undersigned  

 , 
Member of the European Parliament, hereby commit 
to actively supporting, throughout my mandate, the 
implementation of mirror measures in EU legislation 
pertaining to animal agriculture, requiring that imported 
animal-source food products comply with EU production 
standards, including animal welfare standards.


